
 
 
 
 

March 30th 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
I hope you and your families are all safe and well, which is the most important thing, as we 
all try to cope with a new reality brought on by Covid-19. Unfortunately for many, jobs have 
been lost, working is no longer an option and this imposes immediate financial challenges 
for many families. I wish you and yours the very best during this stressful time. 
 
It is very unlikely that schools will reopen on April 20th. It seems the date will be extended 
further. Messages re same will be posted on the school website www.scoilmhathairde.ie  
 
Having children home from school all day poses more challenges and pressure for parents as 
we all try to cope with our new circumstances of COVID-19. Don’t forget RTÉ’s ‘Home School 
Hub’ Programme going out on RTÉ 11am-12noon Mon-Fri.  
 
The wonderful staff in Scoil Mháthair Dé are working from home and in contact with you all 
to ensure continuity of learning for all our pupils. We are there to offer support in whatever 
way we can.  Department of Education guidelines suggest we use online platforms to 
connect and guide our pupils. Distance learning for primary school pupils is a new venture 
for all of us. Teachers are currently recommending Edmodo and Seesaw platforms. Some 
online platforms like Seesaw can operate from a tablet or smartphone. Guidelines are great 
but we must bear in mind however that everybody’s reality is different. Not everybody has a 
PC or laptop available to them at home.  Don’t stress! Teachers will continue to mark work 
from school books. Please continue reading to your children and encouraging them to 
continue to read, and play, and draw and paint, and cook and create and love being at home 
celebrating family time. 
 
If I can be of any assistance don’t hesitate to contact me on principal@scoilmhathairde.ie 
 
Prayer for a Pandemic 
May we, who are merely inconvenienced, remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we, who have no risk factors, remember those most vulnerable. 
May we, who have the luxury of working from home, remember those who must choose 
between preserving their own health or work for the health of others.  
May we, who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close, 
remember those who do not have that option. 
May we, who have to cancel our trips, remember those that have no place to go, 
May we, who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market, 
remember those with no margin at all. 
May we, who settle in for a quarantine at home, remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us find 
ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours. Amen 
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